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4fE/ Sakura (ZMBEF)

4%/ Yoko (EBHRRZ)

Part |: Grade Pre-1

Mr. Harrison:

CHhICBIS, TOODADMSE. /INJURVTY,

CCPhBlE. T ANy Y3 VDEBETY, BENICERS LTS,
CDODRIF. EBIRE 1 RUNILTT,

Hi, 'm the teacher for this class, Mr. Harrison.

It's time to start our discussion. Please speak up as much as you can.
This class is for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.

KABENINZEATFREEDESE 11 B 23 BIC13HhN. BESHEE EDEifxRERI L T4
P&, AEEICISERERR 32 DBDEBZAD X UIC,

On the final day of the autumn sumo tournament in Kyushu on November 23,
a yokozuna, or grand champion, hamed Hakuho was victorious in a showdown
with fellow yokozuna Kakuryu to win his fourth consecutive tournament. He
also tied the record of 32 titles held by former yokozuna Taiho.

SOld. COZa—REBFA T MEHORE] CDONWTCTs ANy yavyLzkElbks
Do
Today, with this news in mind, we'll be discussing, “The Dignity of a Yokozuna.”

It's discussion timel!

Mr. Harrison:

BMCTDEESLUTC, BERBEICINAT, Mhe] & I8 hERanNZxT,
22, T &3] ICDNT. BERERIBICENKIDTY,

Tl @D IRg) Eld. EDDHDINEEEBNEXIN?

As well as having a successful record, a sumo wrestler is required to have
“physical strength” and “dignity” to become a yokozuna.

However, there is no specific definition of “dignity.”

So, what do you think the definition of “dignity” should be for a yokozuna®?

Sakura:
FAS, BEENWDAN=YICHEBEZIND CERERNET,

| think he should have a respectful attitude toward the sport of sumo.
1




Mr. Harrison:
EDLTZEDBNELEDL?
Why do you think that?

Sakura:

BESINE—ADIGEIRAN—YTT,

EMB) 0T 1w ERALZITTREL, IMaBAUDER THDIENDCEZEBFRE LT
DCENKBZEBNZET,

ZDRBBICD > E > TRDED ADEMIZEBNET,

Sumo is a traditional sport that requires spirit, technique and strength.

It's important for a sumo wrestler to understand that it's about more than just
technigue and physical conditioning. Sumo is a national sport where fighting
spirit is held in high esteem.

So | think that a yokozuna should be a sumo wrestler who behaves in
accordance with that way of thinking.

Mr. Harrison:

32BEFE,

BEECXT T DIEBN D). HBEDHEBEARIRTEDAENDCETIN,

DAL BHORBIEEABREDZEBNETIN?

| see.

So, a yokozuna is a wrestler who has an understanding of sumo and who
personifies its spirit.

What does everyone else think about what sumo dignity should be”?

Yoko:
T, (EOEENDHDCELEBRINET,

| think that proper manners and self-restraint should be a part of it.

Mr. Harrison:
ZFOERD, EFRNICIEZ. EDNDETIN?
That's true. And more specifically?

Yoko:

TEROLETIH., SFITXBEBIEEDHODFT,
ZOERZERLUTIL—IETDICENKDOONDEBINKT,
There are many rules of etiquette in the sumo ring.

He's expected to understand and follow those rules.

Mr. Harrison:

Z5TI1, WNICHESIEEEZEAUDAN—YTIN,
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True.
Sumo is certainly a sport that places importance on etiquette.

Yoko:

(AN

BEIBUNWARN—=YTIH, BROEHRZDT.
EIINNCRUENTEIZLUCELUWNWERNET,

ZLUT, BICHESADILEBDRFAREZE >TFIUNWEBRNKT,

Yes.

Sumo is a strict sport, but it’'s also Japan’s traditional national sport.

So a yokozuna should not do things that are immoral.

And | think they should be a model for sumo wrestlers that will come after
them.

Sakura:

FAERDFSAICERTT,

JL=IVICRBIUTIERER EEDZE LT, BIBNAKACSBEBHEZITDNLIE. ASDD
DEBNZET,

| agree with Yoko.

As well as following the rules and showing good sportsmanship in their bouts,
sumo wrestlers who are popular win in a way that pleases the spectators and
their fans.

Mr. Harrison:

ZMDENTI1,

IEENSBFE2TILH T, ERNSHDEZRE DO TEHE DO EZ. MEfBEl &8
NET,

FRNZERSZRBERLOZAT. ABEENTNDOHERDBBRONE LNZEEA
13,

That's true.

When he takes his opponent’s charge head on and then wins by using his
overwhelming strength, it's known as “yokozuna-zumo.”

As well as showing overwhelming strength, having outstanding character may
also be part of a yokozuna’s dignity.

TlE, RO DFOBEDEDIEAMNTIE., EQOXDBIRDEVDEBICKDS
Nd3EBNFINH?

So, outside of the ring, that is, when he’s not engaged in sumo bouts, what kind
of behavior is required of a yokozuna?

Yoko:
AIBEIBEREDORD EHADHAEEZEBN S ENBHD KT,
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g U CVNDALCHBANDRHDIITHZRT &, BBEESERBNKT,

've heard that it's important to create excitemnent among spectators at big
tournaments.

If a yokozuna expresses gratitude to the spectators that have come to cheer
him on, | think that makes the spectators happy.

Mr. Harrison:
RO P YEAREICTDOEI DOMNAL Y ETIH,

So, treasuring his spectators and fans is also a part of it.

Yoko:

BIZIE. BRODBHDRODERODTLUEDA VAE 1 —T, BEOSKUIFHEENDEN)
NWEBWNWFT, BODHEITTEL, BLDADRZRICKO>THTIZENDCEERHA
FDIANE, FROFTDEBNET,

Yes. For example, on TV, I've seen interviews after a bout where a yokozuna
expresses his feelings of appreciation and gratitude toward the spectators.

Mr. Harrison:

32BEFE,

fDAIE. TEROHT, @lICKROESNDIEBZ, EDBZFXIN?

| see.

So, what does everyone else think about what kind of behavior is required for
a yokozuna outside the ring?

Sakura:
FELERNSE DR,
ZLU T, BESNDAMTHDCENDNKRDLZEBRINET,

Training hard. And being a well-liked person is important.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDOTI1,

A DHDEARDEMI. AMDMBNTNEAETZN OIELDTI,
FNERBDEBRELUTCETSNZDTIN,

That's true.

There have been many popular yokozunas in ages past with great
personalities.

It can be said that that’'s one element of their dignity.

MEIBADERTI, CNHALSEBESHHZEZELUATIEILWERNET,
Sumo is Japan’s national sport. | hope that in the future we'll be able to
continue to enjoy watching it.




Sk, MEMo&Re) Z257—VICCOI—TFT—ZRED LE UL,

1 RBRURNILOID—F—TUIE. COHER. 2HMAE2 K TT,

Today’s theme has been “The Dignity of a Yokozuna.” This part of the program
was for Grade Pre-1 level listeners. Grades 2 and Pre-2 are coming next.

Part I Grades 2 & Pre-2

Mr. Harrison:

CHhICBIZ. BS A,

FEROBENZAY—FLETXR, EABRRENEDINELHTI 1,
CDDODRAIF. BE2 Kk« E2HRUNILTT,

PFEF 11 B, %&MERsEEN. KESICH S ER2D 32 EEDBBZRICLE UL,
BislE. 15mCEYIILENSXE,
SNEDSBADIRKRICEUHDD, IWERZENTSDIIIC EDFEHFH UL,

ZC T, SO THEINBEEIDES * BRI ZT7—VICT 1 ANvyaryLFlsd,
Hello, everyonel!

It's time to start our discussion. | look forward to hearing your opinions. This
class is for Eiken Grade 2 and Pre-2 Level listeners.

Last year, in November, yokozuna Hakuho reached the record of 32
championship wins set by yokozuna Taiho in the past. Hakuho is from
Mongolia and came to Japan when he was 15 years old. Familiar with Japan
from a young age, Hakuho trained physically and mentally to reach the central
position he holds today.

So, this time we will discuss the theme “Challenges Faced by Professional Sumo
Wrestlers.”

It's discussion time!

Mr. Harrison:

X BBDOKDIC. KABADLIN, SNOBITBANSBRICE > TETEED CE
[CDNT, BAIFEDIBNEKIN?

First, what does everyone think about foreign wrestlers, like Hakuho, coming to
Japan while they are still young to train hard?

Yoko:
gETHhHNIE. BVWOBICBARICETEBIFTIDEERNWERINEKT,
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| think it's good.

Mr. Harrison:
BTE. EOBO5OTIN?
Why do you think so?

Yoko:

HDEELTBERTEFTELTODORITNERZDZE A,
BARDEICELNDSRUBCEFIAREBLEERBNET,

A professional sumo wrestler needs to be able to live in Japan. | think that it is
important to get used to Japanese culture as early as possible.

Mr. Harrison:

32BEFE,

TlE. BADETICZLTET, REBADINE S LZDRCEENDE, THBHDT
L&DD7?

| see.

So, while getting used to a Japanese way of life, what other difficulties are
there for foreign sumo wrestlers?

Yoko:

ZA—E. DEEFXKLEMEEIT,

RZEHL., RAFEBNTIC, SHRICEEFEDERBNKT,

Well, sumo wrestlers often wear kimonos. | think that it is difficult to put on a
kimono at first.

Mr. Harrison:

Eo&. BOTUL&DM,

Tl DA EDBNEIND?

That's certainly true. Any other thoughts?

Sakura:

BAE! FIF. EEDEZHZDINENDHDXT,

DEIC. BADTBIED, BERSTIEIDIERE., EEWDENDHDFT,
SWEFHICRB LT, 2D0D/\—FILZEHEZ3BENADHDENDCEFENREEBNE
ER

Language! First, it is necessary to overcome the language barrier. Next, there
are cultural barriers, such as Japanese customs and Sumo manners. | think
that if they come to Japan when they are young, they have time to overcome
these hurdles.




Mr. Harrison:
rao NGy AR
That's true.

Yoko:

ENNCERLSABTHEIDCENDDEBNET,
BEIRICADESETEFBICRZDFET, TS5A/N\NY—D7Z\DT. BAATESS L
FIH. SEDEBOHDINEADLTICES>TEE>ERETLLD, F2e. BARICIE
NJIFTIEHZITDERBINET,

| think they will face many other difficulties, too.

When they join a sumo stable, they have to live as part of a group. This is
already hard for young Japanese sumo wrestlers, because they have no
privacy, but it is even more difficult for foreign wrestlers, who will also have
trouble communicating in Japanese. Also, | think it will be difficult to get used to
Japanese food.

Mr. Harrison:

WDV A ED, =T, NEBADLIDFBTENBEZ LS, BERE. AEBADL
DFREEZITANTERITDCENRDENTNZET,

SZITANAIELUT, EABREBNKMERZEBNETIN?

That's a good point.

Foreign sumo wrestlers have been successful recently, so the sumo world
should continue to support their talent and help them grow. To encourage
them, what should be taken into consideration?

Yoko:

BADXIED, BESSTIEIDIL—IVEHZDCENMUBIEERBNET,
ERIL=—IZHZDDTIIRL., BEDIEEDERICHDIEDELABNOHZDCE
MREBLEEBNZKT,

| think it is necessary to teach Japanese culture and sumo rules. But it is
important to not only teach them the rules, but also the background of sumo
etiquette.

Mr. Harrison:
ZFOTINR, TlE. EFRNICIEEDKIDICHZIZENWWEBNEIH?
That's true. So, more specifically, how should they be taught?

Yoko:

BIZIE. DERBED 7 UHBNSORRDBZERITDERNECBINET,

FREOAO. T 7 VEDRREDOEEARZZETY,

HEELTOEDD, BENSESRSNTNDINEHIDCET. BATIIBENE
DEIDICBZSNTNDDONREBEDAEZINDCENTETDEBNFET,
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For example, | think that it would be good to set up a place where the wrestlers
and fans can meet and communicate with each other. Something like a
school visit or a fan meeting or children’s sumo competition. | think that it would
be a good way for the wrestlers to learn about how they are seen by the
audience. They can also learn about how sumo is valued in Japan.

Mr. Harrison:

ZFNIRIRWNPA T« P TI1,

DA HREADLTICBEDIEZHZDENDCEICDNT, MBI ZEE
HOFXIN?

That's a good idea.

Does anyone else have any ideas on how to teach foreign sumo wrestlers
Japanese customs?

Sakura:

FAIE. BB I DADERENKENECBINKT,

EFEHRICTDIPEEZDOTIN BICHHERDHSADREITERTT,

BolE. BFEBICE>THERADD DK DINHICIZIDFT,

| think that it is important to give them a mentor. Of course, the role of fellow
sumo wrestlers is important, and especially those of the stable master, | mean
oyakata, and okamisan are important. They are like parents to the sumo
wrestlers.

Mr. Harrison:

ZD, ENFEEEEBILDIC, BiZELRIDZITTELS, BRDBEICDWNTEE
ZROTHZDCETIN,

ZITANBIEUT, RUBREREEBNET,

ECAT. MNEADLIE., SFSFTREZFIC, EENLSERUTCLEDCEEDHD
KDTT, EFARN—Y 3 VEFLEKITDCEANUBEERNEZIN?

Yes.

So they train them not only to develop their skills in sumo, but also to follow
Japanese customs, as parents would for their child.

| think that’'s an important ingredient for those learning.

Let's move on. Foreign sumo wrestlers sometimes feel frustrated by these
hurdles. So, what do you think can be done to keep up their motivation?

Sakura:

BEEEFEICE>TESDCTENKRDZERBNET,

ZDEHICIE. SITANAIN, BEEDBHELZA TN CENMNETT,
INZERELTESI. RESUNWERERUTESSERNWERBNET,

| think that it is important that they first come to like sumo.
Therefore, it is necessary to show them Sumao’s charm.
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Then, they can truly share understanding about the meaning of Sumo.

Mr. Harrison:

BBFE, ZLONBADIN, BEZEZLUCNDNDOCZMBERDCENTELEED
TLVET,

I, EFARN=Y 3 VZERDIFECDNT, @HEITSNDTLLON?

| see. They say that the majority of foreign wrestlers love sumo and as a result
work very hard.

Are there any other examples of ways to keep a wrestler's motivation up?

Yoko:

B TIME T DALCHBDFEEARECEBINFKT,
WNEBADINEL TR —DIOBFEEELTEHRSNTNNDZEEZST LUETREZCED
DT,

It is important that people from their home country also support them.

| saw on TV that some foreign sumo wrestlers are known as stars in their own
country.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDOTI1,

MEADIN, BEEEDHETC. BEE CRAE—FEIDICEEHDTI,
BUBDATZHDMEE. READLICE D TARERMELERSRDNDELNFTE AR,
St&. BEFEREOBZSATNEBZONET,

FNE[FIC. READITADERESE. CNEITULEICKDENTNNSTLL D,
That’s right. Some people even give speeches in their native language at the
winner’s ceremony.

Support from their home countries really encourages foreign wrestlers, doesn’t
it”?

It is thought that sumo will continue to become more and more international.
At the same time, foreign sumo wrestlers will be more and more in demand.

S@IF. THINEEIDEH B &7 —VICTrAHy Y3V ULFUE.
2. E2HMUNILDOTI—F—TUEE. COHEFK. 3H& 4TI,

This time we discussed “Challenges Faced by Professional Sumo Wrestlers.”
That’s all for Grades 2 & Pre-2. Coming up next, Grades 3 & 4.

Part Il Grades 3 & 4

Mr. Harrison:

CHICBIE, BSh. T RNV I3 VERULAFTUKLD,
CDUSAUL, BEIR&LARUNILTT,

Hello. Let's enjoy discussing things, everyone.

9




This is the Eiken Grade 3 and Grade 4 level class.

PESF., #iUOReEN. L ER2MD 332 EEDEBEERIC UE UIC,
SORCHDZ1—RZEZITT, MBEDODARIICDNT, BTAEBELENZNERINE
9,

Last year, yokozuna Hakuho won his 32" championship.

With this in mind, I'd like to talk about the popularity of sumo with everyone.

It's discussion time!

Mr. Harrison:
SHOZFLSTIN, BSTAIL. BEERECEDADHODFIIN?

Have you all seen sumo?

Yoko:

(AN

MOSHEBHMBBIFET U,

FEEDTAIRF K<—HBICTLEDRITIE L TULKUIC,
Yes.

My great-grandmother liked sumo.

| often cheered on sumo wrestlers with her when | was a child.

Mr. Harrison:
W LU CWNDAOLTHNCDOTIN?
Did she have any favorite sumo wrestlers?

Yoko:

®LZlE. EDENFETUL.

S, MOFEEE. BEEE (3DFAL) ZE LU TNET,
She liked Takanohana very much.

My family now cheers for Harumafuji.

Mr. Harrison:
BSEELE. CARECADEFETIN?
What do you like about Harumafuji?

Yoko:
IVRCRE—RDBNDZET,

He's small but agile.

Mr. Harrison:

TlE DOAE BEEZRSBEIN?

10




Does everyone else watch sumo frequently?

Sakura:

MIF. BEDBRFE A,

"1 —RACHRBICERDE. ROEAEDDHDFET,

| usually don't watch it.

But | sometimes watch it when it becomes a hot topic in the news.

Mr. Harrison:
BIZIE, EABRHEICDNWTRELEZNA?
Which sumo wrestlers have you seen, for example?

Sakura:

&/ (WVBDULD) 257 UVETRI UL,
®IE T C<EBRAICIKDED EIF5NFH UL,
| saw Ichinojo on TV.

He was frequently talked about on programs.

Mr. Harrison:
RE. BREICEOIEDTLLDD?
Why did he become a hot topic?

Sakura:

—RUICHELUCCESH UL

HH2E— PRI ETC. ZEOEMBUODDOHEICENT, ITEBZBRXNOIZZEDT
EE

| heard he was rapidly promoted to the top rank.

Since he was promoted so quickly there wasn't enough time for him to grow his hair, so he
couldn't tie it up in proper sumo fashion.

Mr. Harrison:

ZNIEREBELANTIN,
That's an interesting story.

Sakura:

FER>EDOHITNFETIN?
Which wrestler do you like?

Mr. Harrison:

BRI, HOHED,

FEF. DOTFROELTZ—ERanniE LU LK UIC,
INVRT URDEERER E ULIESENELNSETY,

11




BRDOAEBE T ENIZBARADHTTT,

Thank you for your question.

| used to cheer for Chiyonofuiji.

He was small but muscular and his body was well- balanced.

He is called one of the greatest sumo wrestlers of the Showa era.

FEDEND DL CAICLUNT, BSAEHFDBEZIRSRNKLDTINA,

Tl BEODARZLITDICE. @DMUELEEBNEIN?

It seems as though everyone does not know as much about sumo as | did when | was
young.

What do you think should be done to make sumo more popular?

Yoko:
ERICEHRE U CHIEREFDICENUBCERINET,
[RIBEE ] ZEHE LU CHDE, DTDBNOBEEZRDIERIMKRDZLSNDIFTTI,
FROITECHEEBEZHRICVHEENDHDERINTINA,
| think it's necessary to have opportunities to actually watch matches.
When you actually watch a match, you can feel the power of the wrestlers and experience
the real thrill of watching it in person.
| think it would be great if watching sumo was a school event.

Mr. Harrison:

HAISTE T, MELES, BUZEDTIN,

It would be fun to watch and cheer on the sumo wrestlers together.
DAL, BEDODAKZ LITBICIEADNUEEEBNEIN?

What else would make sumo more popular?

Sakura:

BEORFIDF2INE. Eo2EREULDHDERNET,

| think knowing kimarite would make it more fun. How do you say kimarite in English?

Mr. Harrison:

<5 A RFDFIZX, EEET lIwinning technique (winning trick) | &ESU\E T,
ZDENTI1,

BEORFOFN, 80 BEMULHDCEZIN>TNFIUEN? BIEKDREETEN
OBRMNEDTEDNBDET, DHDDITNERDD oD, RUHDRDICHARUIZD
Lizh. SalCRUSNDNENEE AR,

In English, kimarite would be “winning technique”.

Yes, you are right.

Did you know there are over 80 of them in sumo? There are different names although the
moves may be similar. If there were an explanation for each, or people studied and knew
more about them, then sumo may become more familiar.

12




BER. BAEZNEESATEIRNWAN=YDKDTT,

5B, KDBDOADNKRBEZRT,

NEREBZELUTEUNERBNET,

Right now, it seems most people are not so familiar with sumo.

I hope that that might change soon, and that more will enjoy the sport and cheer on their
favorite wrestlers.

ST, SHOSBMET—VIE. MEHOm. K%L LERE2 32 EBDOEBEI (CDWNTTUL
2. fDOD/N—FTIE., MEMDRBL ICDODNTEBZZE L. 2DBD/N—=FTIE. H
INEEBIDEH » FE1 ICDNTTUR. ZUTEREBD/N—FTIE. MBEOARI
[CDWTELSVE UL, URT—DBSAIE. ENSBN\EBETEZLENL?
Today's program was themed around “Grand Champion Sumo Wrestlers.” In the
first part, we talked about “the Dignity of a Yokozuna.”

In the second part, we talked about “Challenges Faced by Professional Sumo
Wrestlers.”

And in the last part, we talked about "the popularity of sumo."
To our listeners, how much did you understand?

SEOBHEANEZBOECI I EZDBARBRAN. T ANy Y3 VOSERSE. FMEOD
DT JYA ~ (http://iwww.radionikkei.jp/Ir/) ICIBELTNET,

ROE, MEESUGEE] ICDNWT, T+ ANhvyavULET,

The Japanese and English transcriptions for this session, as well as the referenced
article are available on the program website.

Next week we'll be talking about “intangible cultural heritage.”

©NIKKEI RADIO BROADCASTING CORPORATION
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